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Department: Education

Person Testifying: Dr. Christina M. Kishimoto, Superintendent of Education

Title of Bill: HB 2457, HD2, SD1  RELATING TO THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC.

Purpose of Bill: Bans the sale of flavored tobacco products.  Prohibits mislabeling of 
e-liquid products containing nicotine.  Establishes fines and penalties 
for violations.  Authorizes a court to impose, as a penalty on a person 
eighteen to twenty-one years of age who is convicted of possession of a 
tobacco product or electronic smoking device, the requirement to 
complete a tobacco education program, complete a tobacco use 
cessation program, or perform community service instead of paying a 
fine.  Requires a parent or guardian of a minor to select from among the 
penalties for a minor convicted of possession of a tobacco product or 
electronic smoking device.  Effective 7/1/2020.  (SD1)

Department's Position:
The Department of Education (Department) supports the intent and offers comments on HB 2457, HD2 
SD1.

The Department is committed to ensuring that our students are educated, healthy, and lifelong learners 
who contribute positively to our community and global society. In our Department’s schools, there is 
zero-tolerance for tobacco products and electronic smoking devices (ESDs) that extend to Department 
transportation and/or during Department school-sponsored activities. 

The Department is working in partnership with the Hawaii Department of Health (DOH) to educate youth 
to make positive health decisions. To raise awareness about the risks and dangers of tobacco products and 
ESDs, the Department's efforts focus on the following: 

Providing health education to develop students skills that support healthy behaviors;�z
Collaborating with DOH on the collection of Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) data on Hawaii’s �z
youth and their usage of tobacco and ESDs; 
Promoting public awareness through parent letters and flyers of Section 712-1258, HRS, which �z
makes it unlawful for anyone under the age of 21 years of age to be sold, to purchase, to use, or to 
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possess tobacco products and ESDs; and 
Monitoring students for compliance or violation of Title 8, Chapter 19, Hawaii Administrative Rules �z
(HAR) Student Misconduct, Discipline, School Searches, and Seizures, Reporting of Offenses, Police 
Interviews, and Arrests, and Restitution for Vandalism, Complaint Procedure and Investigation of 
Discrimination, Harassment (Including Sexual Harassment), Bullying and/or Retaliation, as it relates 
to using of tobacco products and ESDs. 

    
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on HB 2457, HD2, SD1.

The Hawai‘i State Department of Education is committed to delivering on our promises to 
students, providing an equitable, excellent, and innovative learning environment in every school 
to engage and elevate our communities. This is achieved through targeted work around three 
impact strategies: school design, student voice, and teacher collaboration. Detailed information 
is available at www.hawaiipublicschools.org.
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June 29, 2020 
 
 
 
To:   Senator Karl Rhoads, Chair 
 And members of the Committee on Judiciary 

 
Senator Donovan Dela Cruz, Chair 
And members of the Committee on Ways and Means 

 
Testimony in Support of HB 2457 HD 2 SD 1 Relating to the Youth 

Vaping Epidemic 
 

Hawaii Youth Services Network, a statewide coalition of youth-serving 
organizations, supports HB 2457 HD 2 SD 1 Relating to the Youth Vaping 
Epidemic. 
 
Elimination of flavored tobacco products across the state of Hawai’i will 
prevent addiction, reduce continued use of tobacco products throughout 
one’s lifespan, and prevent chronic health conditions such as COPD and 
cardiovascular disease. 
 
It is important to ban flavored tobacco products as today’s marketing targets 
and encourages youth to take part in this unhealthy behavior. Hawaii has the 
fifth highest amount of vaping in the United States. E-cigarettes continue to 
grow in popularity leading to a potential health epidemic. With up to 15,500 
flavors, e-cigarettes are of particular interest and attraction to Hawai’i’s 
youth. Along with the enticing flavors and packaging, youth perceive e-
cigarettes to be less harmful than other nicotine filled tobacco products. 
Students have shared that vaping is a popular activity that occurs both inside 
and outside of the academic setting. Youth have the ability to access 
flavorless tobacco through social media accounts, vape stores without 
regulation of the 21-year-old age law, and online orders with their parent’s 
credit cards.  
 
Youth do not understand the dangers of this harmful product. E-cigarettes 
contain toxic chemicals These ingredients result in chronic health 
consequences including lung cancer, addiction, central nervous system 
damage, and delay of proper adolescent brain development.  
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HB-2457-SD-1 
Submitted on: 7/1/2020 6:37:59 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 7/2/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael Zehner Testifying for Hawaii 
Smokers Alliance 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

The Hawaii Smokers Alliance is gravely concerned about and strongly opposed to 
HB2457 for the following reasons. 

1. The bill will have a severe negative impact on local businesses that sell these 
products in an already suffering economy. This includes the employees that will lose 
their jobs. 

2. HB2457 is a shameless attack on our civil liberties. 

3. The bill FALSELY claims to be about kids when the actual target group being denied 
these products is adults over 21. The stated intent of HB2457 is little more than a bald 
faced lie. 

4. Also the bills penalty and offense structure is confusing at best. 

5. The bill is offensive to people that vote and enjoy these products. 

Please do not allow this unfair bill out of committee. 

Respectfully, 

Michael Zehner 

Hawaii Smokers Alliance 

hawaiismokersalliance.net 
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Aloha Senate Committee on Judiciary,
 
Attached is a compilation of testimony in support for Thursday, July 2, 2020; 10:00 am; State Capitol,
 Auditorium in SUPPORT of HB2457 HD2, SD1: RELATING TO THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC for the
 following individuals:
 
Ramic Santiago, UH Graduate Student
Jenny Hausler, Citizen
Ruthie Diaz, BSW
Cassandra Castillo, UH Grad student
Marissa Powers, RDH
Uri Martos, Citizen
Biu, 9th Grade, Hawaii Baptist Academy
Rachel, 9th Grade, Hawaii Baptist Academy
Sammy, 9th Grade, Hawaii Baptist Academy
Greg, 9th Grade, Hawaii Baptist Academy
Ashley, 9th Grade, Hawaii Baptist Academy
Aaron, 9th Grade, Hawaii Baptist Academy
Landen, 9th Grade, Hawaii Baptist Academy
Jordon, 9th Grade, Hawaii Baptist Academy
Trislyn, 9th Grade, Hawaii Baptist Academy
Anonymous, 9th Grade, Hawaii Baptist Academy
Anonymous, 9th Grade, Hawaii Baptist Academy
Jordy, 9th Grade, Hawaii Baptist Academy
Kyle, 9th Grade, Hawaii Baptist Academy
Christina, 9th Grade, Hawaii Baptist Academy
Gerico Demesillo, Undergraduate in Public Health Studies
 
 
Cynthia Au
Hawaii Grassroots Manager
808.392.3229

American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network, Inc. 
2370 Nuuanu Avenue
Honolulu, HI 96817
fightcancer.org | 1.800.227.2345

This message (including any attachments) is intended exclusively for the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain proprietary,
 protected, or confidential information. If you are not the named addressee, you are not authorized to read, print, copy, or disseminate this
 message or any part of it. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately.
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Testimony to Senate Committee on Judiciary &  
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

Thursday, July 2, 2020; 10:00 a.m. 
State Capitol, Auditorium 

 
Dear Chair Rhoads, Vice-Chair Keohokalole, Chair Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair Keith-Agaran and Joint 
Committee Members, 
 
I strongly support HB 2457 HD2, SD1: RELATING TO THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC.  I am a 
registered dental hygienist, and every day I see patients who are tobacco/e-cigarette users. In recent 
years, we have been seeing patients who do not have a history of decay, but have started developing 
cavities. When asked about changes habits or diet, many of the patients report the use of e-cigarettes, 
in particular, flavored e-cigarettes, which contain sugar.  Many times, this is the only change, and these 
patients are experiencing decay due to the frequency of use. This is just one of the many problems 
caused by e-cigarettes. 
 
I am an aunt to seven nieces and nephews, and I do not want to see them become the next generation 
of tobacco users, because they are able to easily get their hands on something that seems harmless 
and tastes like candy. 
 
Marissa Powers, RDH 
Honolulu, Hawaii, 96815 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











 
 

Testimony to Senate Committee on Judiciary &  
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

Thursday, July 2, 2020; 10:00 a.m. 
State Capitol, Auditorium 

 
Dear Chair Rhoads, Vice-Chair Keohokalole, Chair Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair Keith-Agaran and Joint 
Committee Members, 
 
 I support bill HB 2457 HD2, SD1: RELATING TO THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC because 

there ae many problems with e-cigarettes including the marketing towards kids. The flavors that come 

out are specifically made to target kids because kids are intrigued by these flavors. They are more likely 

to buy it. There are many people around the island who are vaping. Also, Hawaii is the second highest 

state to use e-cigarettes. Now that I know this, I am concerned for my younger brother who may be 

exposed to it soon because he is in 6th grade.  

Greg, 9th Grade, Hawaii Baptist Academy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 
 

 
Testimony to Senate Committee on Judiciary &  

Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
Thursday, July 2, 2020; 10:00 a.m. 

State Capitol, Auditorium 
 

Dear Chair Rhoads, Vice-Chair Keohokalole, Chair Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair Keith-Agaran and Joint 
Committee Members, 
 
 I support bill HB 2457 HD2, SD1: RELATING TO THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC because 

flavors are a large influencer to minors who start vaping. Flavors play a large role in the marketing of e-

cigarettes to consumers under the age of 21. Nicotine is severely effective to children and teenagers. 

Research shows that consumers of nicotine under the age of 21 are more susceptible to drugs and 

alcohol later in life. I hear stories on the news about minors who consume e-cigarettes and are unable to 

do what they love due to lung failure. 

Aaron, 9th Grade, Hawaii Baptist Academy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 
 

Testimony to Senate Committee on Judiciary &  
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

Thursday, July 2, 2020; 10:00 a.m. 
State Capitol, Auditorium 

 
Dear Chair Rhoads, Vice-Chair Keohokalole, Chair Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair Keith-Agaran and Joint 
Committee Members, 
 
 I support HB 2457 HD2, SD1: RELATING TO THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC. Flavored 

tobacco products should be banned because of the dangerous effects caused by unknown substances of 

the product. Sellers will target oblivious kids to create business for their company. Flavors are very 

attractive to kids and (that) is the main reason why teens buy such products. Vaping has been promoted 

as a cool and popular trend, making my peers feel they should participate. When kids see their friends 

using e-cigs, the ideas of safety and popularity are ensured by their actions.  

Trislyn, 9th Grade, Hawaii Baptist Academy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Testimony to Senate Committee on Judiciary &  
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

Thursday, July 2, 2020; 10:00 a.m. 
State Capitol, Auditorium 

 
Dear Chair Rhoads, Vice-Chair Keohokalole, Chair Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair Keith-Agaran and Joint 
Committee Members, 
 
 I support HB 2457 HD2, SD1: RELATING TO THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC because there 

are children out there that are going to the hospitals because they used e-cigs. When I was in middle 

school there was one of my friends that took a hit of an e-cigarette and she got a seizure and sent to the 

hospital. I believe that the flavors should be banned because that is the main thing attracting the young 

people out there.  

Anonymous 9th Grade, Hawaii Baptist Academy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 













bigger clouds. I was given a tiny version of these mods, and I was tempted to try it. I held onto this mod 

for almost a year, and then I threw it away, the feelings of guilt came back.  

 I can also confirm that the use of vape products turned into a gateway for drugs and alcohol. My 

former peers that kept through the path of vaping, are now out there going to raves and hitting up various 

of drugs. I see stories on socials of my old high school associates taking acid, doing cocaine, and taking 

various forms of marijuana products (edibles, smoking, etc.) before or after raves and huge social events. 

When it came to their day to day activities, it can be seen on their socials that they still use vape products 

to get them throughout the day. This concerns me because in my studies in personal research and in public 

health, there are no known long term effects for these products and given that a huge chunk of my 

generation and younger are consuming this product, I fear it may result in new forms of diseases and 

complications.  

Gerico Demesillo 
University of Hawaii at Manoa 
Undergraduate in Public Health Studies  
 
 
 
 







could then be appropriated to programs that can provide tobacco preven tion, 
education, and cessation services for our youth . 
 
We do NOT want  more penalties  in this bill  that place our youth in the 
school to prison pipeline . We need to make sure that our youth are NOT targeted  
by these businesses and hold the vaping industry  accountable for preying on our 
youth  thro ugh their use of appealing candy  flavors , and BAN FLAVORS that attract 
our youth .  
 
Conversely, what will help solve the youth vaping epidemic is banning 
flavored tobacco, and imposing a tax on electronic smoking products so that 
they are on par with the taxation of traditio nal tobacco products, and using 
funds from taxation to support health education and prevention programs 
about the risks and dangers of the use of electronic smoking devices for 
youth.  
 
To ensure we reduce the youth vaping epidemic in the most effective and  targeted 
way, we respectfully ask you  to not let anyone  amend  this bill , as they have tried 
in the past,  to include more punitive measures  aimed at our youth . The 
vaping industry is preying on our students who are the victims, and our 
students should be protected . Therefore, HSTA asks you to pass this bill . 



HB-2457-SD-1 
Submitted on: 7/1/2020 8:58:43 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 7/2/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joseph Gonsalves Testifying for Hui No Ke 
Ola Pono 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

On behalf of Hui No Ke Ola Pono, we oppose the selling of flavored tobacco products in 
Hawaii.  We need to protect out youth and focus on holding the tobacco industry 
accountable. 
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Government Relations 

711 Kapiolani Boulevard 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Office: (808) 432-5437 
Facsimile: (808) 432-5906 
Email: joy.x.barua@kp.org 

Hawaii YRBS, 2017). This is extremely concerning, as nicotine is a highly addictive drug that 
impacts the adolescent brain. A study found that e-cigarette use is a strong risk factor for 
eventual cigarette smoking, and for every adult that quits smoking using e-cigarettes, 81 young 
people will become future smokers - an unacceptable trade off. 
 
It’s no coincidence that the rise in youth e-cigarette use has coincided with an explosion of sweet 
e-liquid flavors used to hook kids. With more than 15,500 flavors, these products are being 
irresponsibly marketed – who is the industry really targeting with flavors like Unicorn Milk, 
Sour Straws, or Strawberry Watermelon Bubblegum? Flavors are designed to appeal to kids, 
while nicotine gets them hooked for life. Some troubling facts: 
81% of youth who ever used tobacco products started with a flavored product 
97% of youth who vape say they use a flavored product 
 
Tobacco companies use flavored products to keep customers of all ages addicted to their 
products. However, it’s well-documented that menthol flavors are particularly enticing to teens 
and adults who haven’t previously used tobacco. Menthol has cooling properties that mask the 
harshness of tobacco smoke and nicotine, making menthol cigarettes a popular starter product. 
The tobacco industry has a long history of marketing menthol cigarettes to youth and vulnerable 
groups, such as the African American community. In Hawaii, 78% of Native Hawaiian and 
Pacific Islander smokers use menthol cigarettes (Source: Hawaii BRFSS, 2008). 
 
For far too long, the unregulated e-cigarette industry has profited from the lack of laws that hold 
them accountable. While on the surface youth penalties may seem like a logical deterrent to 
prevent youth from smoking or using e-cigarettes, they are actually just a veiled attempt by the 
tobacco industry to shift the blame from their predatory marketing practices onto the youth that 
already fall victim to their tactics. The tobacco industry has targeted youth of color and other 
marginalized populations through increased advertising and number of retailers in low-income 
areas, so any laws that penalize use will disproportionately affect these already burdened 
populations. Instead of punishing the victims already addicted to tobacco, we should protect our 
youth by focusing on increased fines and enforcement against the tobacco industry and retailers 
that continue to market and profit off of vulnerable youth. These fines could then be appropriated 
to programs that can provide tobacco prevention, education, and cessation services for our 
youth.  
 
Prohibiting the sale of flavored tobacco products can help to keep kids from ever starting to 
smoke or vape, and can encourage those addicted to these products, to quit. We appreciate 
Hawaii’s leadership in tobacco control and the legislature’s actions to protect our young people 
from a deadly addiction.  We respectfully urge the committee to pass HB2457. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this important public health measure. 
 

$1è KAISER PERM/'\NE|\lTE
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Date: July 1, 2020 

To:  Senator Karl Rhoads Chair 
Senator Jarett Keohokalole, Vice Chair 
Members of the Judiciary Committee  

Senator Donovan Dela Cruz, Chair 
Senator Gilbert Keith -Agaran, Vice Chair 
Members of the Ways and Means Committee 

Re: Support HB 2457, HD2 SD1, Relating to the Youth Vaping 
Epidemic 

Hrg:  July 2, 2020 at 10:00 am at Capitol Auditorium  
 

 
The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free HawaiÔi, a program of the HawaiÔi 
Public Health Institute i is in Support of HB 2457, HD2 SD1. We request 
the committee to pass the bill as is, which in its current form would: 
1.! End the sale of all flavored tobacco products in the state; and 
2.! prohibit mislabeling of e-liquid products containing nicotine; and 
3.! prohibit the marketing of any electronic smoking device in a manner 

that is designed to appeal to anyone under 21. 
 
The Coalition however would like to express concern on section 4 (a) 
and (b) which imposes additional penalties to youth caught in possession 
of a tobacco product. The Coalition understands the intent to offer 
alternatives, but amending the Tobacco 21 law to punish kids rather 
than focusing on holding the industry accountable is an unfair approach 
to public health. States that have recently passed flavor bans Ð NYii, NJiii, 
and MAiv only include language on violations and penalties for those 
selling the products.   
 
To advance equity, Hawaii must end the sale of flavored tobacco 
With 81% of youth starting with a flavored productv, eliminat ing the 
sale, marketing and advertising of flavored electronic smoking products 
to HawaiiÕs youth prioritizes the health and safety of our community 
over tobaccoÕs special interests. For decades, the tobacco industry has 
profited from targeting you th of color and other low-income 
populations. African Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Filipinos are 
disproportionately affected by the harms caused by tobacco. Efforts to 
protect the health of our youth are even more important given the 
devastating impact of COVID-19.  
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We need to protect our keiki from a lifetime of addiction.  
The industry claims that theyÕre not targeting kids, but their actions tell a different story. With 
over 15,500 e-cigarette flavors and growing, the marketing of these products has been 
misleading. In fact, the Hawaii Attorney General Clare Connors filed a lawsuit against Juul and 
Altria on June 30, 2020 for  the industryÕs predatory tactics and false health claims. The 
industry selects colorful  packaging and ads that appeal to taste and pop culture. In addition, it 
was recently discovered that Juul placed banner ads on NickelodeonÕs website nickjr.com and 
the Cartoon NetworkÕs website cartoonnetwork.com.vi Tobacco companies 
have a long history of using these same tactics to entice new and younger users and make 
them repeat customers. 
 
HawaiÔi voters support ending the sale of flavored tobacco in HawaiÔi. 
In a pollvii conducted by Ward Research Inc. for the Coalition in November 2019, 77% of 
registered HawaiÔi voters were in support of prohibiting flavored tobacco products, including 
e-cigarettes, and 70% support including menthol. 
 
E-cigarettes are not FDA-approved to bacco cessation products.  
We have yet to see any scientific evidence, beyond anecdotal data, that e-cigarettes have 
helped smokers to quit completely from tobacco use. The concern is that with the aggressive 
and deceptive marketing of these products, we are seeing other consequences: 1) people who 
have never smoked are using e-cigarettes, 2) children are picking them up as a path to 
smoking, and 3) smokers are using them to perpetuate their habit instead of to completely 
quit.  A study has shown that for every one adult that quits smoking using e-cigarettes, 81 
youth and young adults who would not have considered smoking, will become cigarette 
smokers, starting with e-cigarettesviii . This is not a trade-off we can accept. We need to take 
action and regulate electronic smoking devices for our kids. 
 
We need to protect our keiki by focusing on industry penalties  rather than youth punishment  
Possession of tobacco products by underage persons (ÒPUPÓ) unfairly punish and stigmatize 
children, who become addicted at such a young age as a result of the tobacco industryÕs 
aggressive marketing to kids. PUP laws are a known tobacco industry tacticix that shift the 
blame away from the industryÕs irresponsible marketing and retailersÕ violations of our 
Tobacco 21 law. Further, PUP laws are not effective on reducing underage tobacco use and 
divert policy attention from effective tobacco control strategi es and reinforce the tobacco 
industryÕs position that parents or guardians are responsible for restricting minorsÕ access to 
tobacco. 
 
The Coalition defers to the State Department of Education and State Department of Health 
on the manner of disposal and current confiscation policies. 
 
We must stop Big Tobacco now before we lose another generation to addiction  
HawaiÔi has made significant strides in reducing tobacco use, thanks to comprehensive 
tobacco prevention and control policies such as the clean indoor air law, high tobacco taxes, 
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raising the age to 21, and more. But despite our progress, there are still populations 
disproportionately affected by tobacco.  
 
Survey data has shown that African Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Filipinos have 
disproportionately higher rates of tobacco use. These populations do not use tobacco at 
higher rates by chance. It is through consistent, concerted, and targeted efforts by the 
tobacco industry to entice and addict these populations. The tobacco industry had known for 
decades that nicotine was addictive before it was common knowledge, but hid this 
information. Tobacco companies knowingly addicted millions of people onto their deadly 
products, and they can no longer shift the blame onto their victims by framing tobacco use as a 
personal choice. The inequities we see today are not coincidence, they were manufactured. 
 
COVID-19 and the Black Lives Matter movement has highlighted the inequities that already 
existed in our communities. While ending the sale of flavored tobacco, especially menthol, is 
just one piece of the puzzle in achieving health equity, passing this policy will take away one of 
the tobacco industryÕs most protected tactic. However, in enacting these policies we must 
ensure that they do not place an additional burden on already disparately affected 
populations. Any regulations, enforcement actions, and penalties should be against the multi-
billion dollar tobacco industry that created these disparities.  
 
Prohibiting the  sale of flavored tobacco products can help to keep kids from ever starting to 
smoke cigarettes or e-cigarettes, and can encourage those addicted to these products, to quit. 
We appreciate HawaiiÕs leadership in tobacco control and the legislatureÕs actions to protect 
our young people from a deadly addiction. We respectfully urge the committee to pass HB  
2457, HD2 SD1 as is. 
 
Mahalo, 

 
Jessica Yamauchi, MA 
Executive Director  

!
!

!!The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free HawaiÔi (Coalition) is a program of the HawaiÔi Public Health Institute (HIPHI) that is 
dedicated to reducing tobacco use through education, policy, and advocacy.  With more than two decades of history in 
HawaiÔi, the Coalition has led several campaigns on enacting smoke-free environments, including being the first state in 
the nation to prohibit the sale of tobacco and electronic smoking devices to purchasers under 21 years of age. 
 
The HawaiÔi Public Health Institute is a hub for building healthy communities, providing issue-based advocacy, 
education, and technical assistance through partnerships with government, academia, foundations, business, and 
community-based organizations. 
!
ii https://www.nyse nate.gov/sites/default/files/article/attachment/staff_analysis_of_the_2020 -
21_executive_budget.pdf 
 
iii https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/S3500/3265_I1.PDF  
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!
iv  https://www.mass.gov/doc/105 -cmr-665000/download  
!
! !Ambrose BK, Day HR, Rostron B, et al. Flavored Tobacco Product Use Among US Youth Aged 12-17 Years, 2013-2014. 
JAMA. 2015;314(17):1871Ð1873. doi:10.1001/jama.2015.13802  
!
"!  https://www.mass.gov/doc/juul -complaint/download !
!
!""!This study by Ward Research, Inc. summarizes findings from a phone survey among n=807 Hawaii registered voters 
(maximum sampling error +/-3.3%), conducted between November 7 Ð December 4, 2019. 
!
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July 1, 2020

TO: Chair Karl Rhoads
Vice Chair Jarrett Keohokalole
Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary

Chair Donovan M. Dela Cruz
Vice Chair Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran
Members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means

FR: Cigar Association of America, Inc.
(William Goo)

RE: HB 2457 HD2 SD1 - Relating to the Youth Vaping Epidemic
Hearing Date:  July 2, 2020
Time:  10:00 am

My name is William Goo.  I represent the Cigar Association of America, Inc. (CAA).

CAA opposes HB 2457 HD2 SD1 to the extent that a ban on the sale of flavored tobacco
products includes ciga rs .

The primary focus of this bill is to address the youth vaping epidemic in Hawaii.  Cigars are
primarily the choice and pastime of mature, responsible and informed adults.  Cigars are
not the tobacco product of choice of Hawaii’s youth and placing restrictions on cigar
flavoring would not have any impact on curbing tobacco use for that age group.

All cigars with few exceptions contain flavoring which also compensates for the lack of
uniformity in the raw tobacco.  The ban that would result from this bill is an overbroad and
sweeping reaction to legitimate public health concerns about youth vaping and may
constitute an unreasonable burden on interstate commerce and be vague and ambiguous
under the due process clauses of both the United States and Hawaii Constitutions in
banning the sale of all flavored tobacco products.  The regulation of tobacco products
would also be preempted by federal law under the Supremacy Clause and the Family
Smoking Prevention & Tobacco Control Act of 2009 which recognizes that the Food and
Drug Administration is the primary agency regulating tobacco products. 

Thank you for considering this testimony.
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HB-2457-SD-1 
Submitted on: 6/29/2020 7:42:41 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 7/2/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mariner Revell Testifying for Irie Hawaii 
Stores 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Mariner Revell I am a constituent in Hilo, I am a business owner in Hilo. I 
am emailing you today about concerns on HB2457 HD2 SD1 a bill that would take 
freedoms away from adults, negatively impact my customers, employees, and ultimately 
close my business that I have worked hard to build for the past 14 years. 

  

I fully support keeping tobacco products out of the hands of minors. Last year I spent 
$25,000 upgrading all of our store POS systems to include software that scans IDs to 
spot fake ids and prevent any underage sales making checking IDs almost foolproof. My 
Irie Hawaii stores has one of the best track records on the Island for preventing 
underage sales. Recently, I was complemented by an undercover police officer due to 
the fact out of 40 shops during their (sting) our shops performed the best preventing 
under age sales of tobacco. 

  

Last year the media was quick to promote vape lung injuries as an epidemic, however 
when the CDC announced they have found the source of the lung injuries, and 
determined that the majority of these lung injuries were from illegal THC products most 
media outlets were quiet. None of these vape injuries came from any product sold 
legally in stores including my own. Big Pahrma buys hundreds of millions in ads from 
the media, vaping products cost millions in profits to Big Pharma due to the fact that 
vape products cuts into the sales of Nicotine replacement therapy drugs. It is no secret 
why the media kept the finding of the CDC under wraps, their owners (advertisers big 
pharma) do not what this! (If you are interested in more info I can explain the relation of 
Big Pharma to the media, vape, and how it ties into politics) Bottom line is one of the 
main reasons for banning flavored vape in the above mentioned bill are the lung injuries 
from illegal THC products, NONE have come from any store bought product, NONE 
have come from my stores! We should not be punished for these reasons. 

  



Furthermore the above bill mentions the epidemic of teen vaping in a state of Hawaii 
2017 study on underage vaping in Hawaii. If you compare apples to apples, the states 
study that year also finds the underage use of alcohol among Hawaii High school 
students is nearly identical! Why is there no outrage? There are just as many flavored 
adult beverages on the market as there are vape products. 

  

Also the Hawaii state report on underage vaping includes how many high school 
students tried vape. My question to you a legislator is how many of these teens that 
have tried vape products illegally are buying vape from my stores? Freedoms should 
not be infringed upon due to teens breaking the law and bad parenting! I am no more 
responsible for underage vaping as I am not responsible for underage drinking or 
texting and driving. I urge you please do not support this bill that take away freedoms 
from Adults, and will cost many jobs in Hawaii including the closure of my business and 
30 plus employees. This bill has nothing to do with flavors or retailers of vape products 
that follow the law, and everything to do with teens breaking the law and bad parenting. 

  

As you may know doing business in Hawaii is extremely difficult with competition from 
online sales, big box stores, regulations, taxes, and now the impact of the COVID 19 
pandemic. Our small businesses are extremely hurting as it is, we do not need our own 
legislators to hurt us and put us out of business based on unfounded research by big 
pharma lobbyist! Please support small business in Hawaii and sensible tobacco 
regulation. 

I urge you to reach out to myself, other vape retailers, vape consumers, ask real 
questions, and do real research to work towards sensible vape regulations that punish 
law breakers not innocent struggling small businesses like myself doing the right things 
to keep tobacco products out of the hands of minors. 

Mahalo for taking the time to read my concerns. Please support small business and 
sensible tobacco regulation based on research not fear of big Pharma Lobbies. 

 



HB-2457-SD-1 
Submitted on: 6/30/2020 5:14:31 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 7/2/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jostin Iriarte Testifying for Hi Lyfe 
Vaporz, LLC 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair & members, 
  
My name is Jostin we at Hi Lyfe Vaporz, LLC Strongly oppose HB2457 HD2 SD1, With 
the recent false information in the media & CDC that has been spread negatively 
throughout the public, it definitely has already cause such a negative impact on our 
business & many across the USA. It would be vital that our government pass proper 
information about vaping rather than causing an immediate scare on the public. 
Thankfully after proper understanding vaping nicotine products is now known not to be 
the issue people were dying & getting sick from across the nation. It important for our 
government to understand how how all that mess in the media has affected many small 
businesses like our, we took over a 30% loss in sales now we are on the verge of 
closing one of our stores as well as cut many hours off of our employees schedule 
because we cant afford to keep them employed. It has created a lost of employment & a 
lost in revenue for small businesses, but has and will start to create more 
unemployment. Please reconsider & understand how Bill's like this affect not only 
business, employees but the public as well, we mustn't resort back to conventional 
cigarettes. 

 As small business owner a bill of this magnitude can affect thousands of people in the 
state of Hawaii that has nothing short of a positive impact In their lives, health & 
especially the purpose of quitting combustible cigarettes. Our business has kept my wife 
& I employed for over 5 years & is now helping our son get a higher education. With 
Bill's like this it affects many families when the issue isnt what's being portrayed. As a 
small business owner my business Hi Lyfe Vaporz, LLC has had over 10 employees, a 
bill like this could impact our business as well as many across the state in such a 
negative manner, causing people to lose their jobs & homes they would be unable to 
provide for their families, not only that, many may end up going back to combustible 
cigarettes  which infact is already known to be a health factor throughout the world. The 
FDA has implemented stringent rules and regulation for the vape industry which all 
manufactures and retailers are suppose to comply with as well as stay up to date. 
One of the problems with youth vaping epidemic isn't  "Flavors" an issue is with 
enforcement to retailers of age restriction. By completely banning anything in this 
industry that has helped many adults will have a negative impact, taxes alone from the 
industry generates a good chunk of funding for our state. It's important to understand 









https://www.c-span.org/video/?c4777366/senator-burr-floor-speech-fda-ban-menthol-
cigarettes&fbclid=IwAR2tx2xiS590W_qe6WHKH6gq-
zoelg8tkh57g3f9V61aOjxwX3HfPRq68yM 

Mahalo Nui Loa for your your time  

  

 



j.faige
Late





HB-2457-SD-1 
Submitted on: 6/30/2020 9:12:20 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 7/2/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sean Anderson Testifying for Black 
Lava Vape 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Banning flavors will cause a spike in people going back to traditional tobacco products. 
As legislators, you should be opposed to this. The rest of this bill actually makes sense, 
but in my opinion doesn't go far enough. If the following was was in a separate 
measure, I would wholeheartedly support it. Anyone under age caught using or 
possessing a vape product should be fined a minimum of $1000 and be required to do 
community service. The more severe the penalty the less likely someone under the 
legal age will be in possession of contraband. 

 



HB-2457-SD-1 
Submitted on: 6/30/2020 11:39:13 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 7/2/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

stacia deponte Testifying for itie ho 
smoke shop 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

i feel that the 21 years and older should be in places yet the flavored tobacco products 
should not be ban because for my personal reason it had helped me to stop smoking 
cigarettes 

 





https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/sgr/e-cigarettes/pdfs/2016_sgr_entire_report_508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/sgr/e-cigarettes/pdfs/2016_sgr_entire_report_508.pdf
http://ibis.hhdw.org/ibisph-view/query/result/brfss/SmokeECigsEver/SmokeECigsEverCrude11_.html
http://ibis.hhdw.org/ibisph-view/query/result/brfss/SmokeECigsEver/SmokeECigsEverCrude11_.html


https://wayback.archive-it.org/7993/20170405201731/https:/www.fda.gov/downloads/AdvisoryCommittees/CommitteesMeetingMaterials/TobaccoProductsScientificAdvisoryCommittee/UCM269697.pdf
https://wayback.archive-it.org/7993/20170405201731/https:/www.fda.gov/downloads/AdvisoryCommittees/CommitteesMeetingMaterials/TobaccoProductsScientificAdvisoryCommittee/UCM269697.pdf


HB-2457-SD-1 
Submitted on: 6/30/2020 1:19:44 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 7/2/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lisa Dau 
Testifying for Keiki 
Injury Prevention 

Coalition 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

 

Keiki Injury Prevention Coalition supports HB2457, which would end the sale of flavored 
tobacco products in Hawaii. This bill is needed to stop appealing to the youth of Hawaii 
by encouraging them to vape. Hawaii has one of the highest rates of middle and high 
school kids currently using e-cigarettes, or vaping, in the nation. Nicotine has shown to 
be an addicting chemical with multiple health risks including impacts to the developing 
brain of a pre-teen/teen. Flavored tobacco products are designed to attrack children, 
this places them at increased risk of becoming addicted to nicotine, which can lead to 
devastating health concerns. 

Please pass this bill to protect our keiki, and become a leader in our Nation on the fight 
against products that cause more harm than good for our community. 

Thank you, 

Lisa Dau, RN 
Injury Prevention Coordinator 
Keiki Injury Prevention Coordinator 

 





Jamil Folio!
The Man Cave!
1993 S. Kihei Rd Suite 18!
Kihei, Hawaii 96733!

To our Distinguished Legislators:!

My name is Jamil Folio, I am the Administrative Manager for ÒThe Man CaveÓ retail business in 
Kihei, Hawaii. I am a property owner, father of young children, concerned citizen and a small 
business advocate who is proud to call Maui my home. !

I am writing in STRONG support  of banning ßavored tobacco products. We sell tobacco products 
in our store, and understand the trepidation of other business owners/operators concerning 
potential lost revenue. BUT, we cannot jeopardize the health of our youth and our community by 
focusing on short term proÞt.!

An alarming number of Maui County high school students, over 30%, are currently using e-
cigarettes, while less than 5% of adults in HawaiÕi are current users. These products are proving to 
be dangerous in themselves. A good portion of them will go on to use combustible tobacco 
products, which are the leading cause of preventable death and disease in the United States. 
Children are 10 times more likely to start smoking having had exposure to vaping or e-cigarettes in 
the past.!

21,000 children under the age of 18 currently living in Hawaii will die prematurely from 
smoking.   If you could please read the previous sentence one more time. Then consider the 
Þnancial cost associated with long term cancer and end of life care.  Any lost short term revenue 
from banning the sales of ßavored tobacco products is a minor rounding error in the long term costs  
associated with cancer for tens of thousands of HawaiiÕs citizens.!

We are not talking about the rights adults have to make informed discussions. We are talking about 
middle school children being hooked on bubble gum, cotton candy, and Pipeline POG ßavored 
addiction. And that is what is being sold: addiction. This is a tried and true campaign of inßuence 
from tobacco companies who have been marketing to children for decades (as proven in their own 
internal documents multiple times). !

In fact, the same documents show that tobacco companies have targeted minority groups like 
African Americans and Native Hawaiians even more so than other groups, which is evidenced by 
the fact that over 40% of Maui County Native Hawaiian high school students are using e-cigarettes. !

If our solution is to arrest and Þne kids for being caught with these products, then more 
Native Hawaiian youth are going to end up criminalized for their addiction  than other youth. 
This is a social justice issue that canÕt be ignored. DonÕt hold kids responsible for the 
industryÕs insidious manipulation. Hold the industry accountable, as they should be.  !

I also ask that you be sure to include menthol in order for this to be a comprehensive ban on 
ßavored tobacco products. Menthol masks harshness, making it easier to start and harder to quit. 
Mint and menthol have historically been used to target youth and minority populations for the 
industryÕs proÞt. In fact, 78 percent of Native Hawaiian smokers smoke menthol cigarettes. This is a 
social justice issue that needs to be addressed here in Hawaii. " !

For every potential sale that would be lost, a life might be saved. So please represent your 
constituents, our community, and our island ohana by doing the right thing.  No child or adult needs 
candy ßavored cancer causing products. !

Thank you for your time.!

Jamil Folio

�0�:
�µ



HB-2457-SD-1 
Submitted on: 6/30/2020 3:36:14 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 7/2/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Bev Brody Testifying for Get Fit 
Kauai 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



 

 
 

 
 
 

!

June 30, 2020 
 
JOINT HEARING OF SENATE COMMITTEES ON JUDICIARY and WAYS AND MEANS 
 

STRONG SUPPORT FOR  
HB 2457, HD2, SD1Ñ RELATING TO THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC  

 
Aloha Senators, 
 
The Friends of Kamalani and Lydgate Park committee would like to register our strong support for 
prohibiting the use of flavors, including menthol, in ALL tobacco products (including e-cigarettes) as 
set forth in HB 2457. This issue is simpleÑ we need to protect our keiki. The scientific evidence is 
clear, flavored tobacco products have the greatest appeal to youth and we must end the sale of these 
products. 
 
One component of this bill needs workÑ the portion of the bill that blames and punishes young 
victims (and their families) for acting on what they been enticed to do through the tobacco industryÕs 
aggressive marketing. Youth should NOT be penalized for falling victim to the tactics of the industry 
to create the next generation of addicted customers. There is ample evidence that penalizing youth is 
an ineffective strategy to reduce smoking. Youth penalties are often applied unjustly with kids from 
minority backgrounds because they endure more scrutiny than others. If we want to make strides 
towards racial equity we need to stop these types of penalties. We urge you to reduce or eliminate the 
penalties imposed on users and implement this legislative action to impede the marketing of addictive 
and harmful products.  
 
Electronic smoking productsÑ especially but not limited to flavored vaping compoundsÑ are 
pernicious devices clearly profiting the tobacco industry by addicting children to nicotine. The 
detrimental long-term public health effects of nicotine addiction is established science. Hawai!i has 
among the highest rates of middle school and high school e-cigarette use in the nation; the U.S. 
Surgeon General has declared vaping a youth epidemic. This is extremely concerning. Teens are 
particularly vulnerable to nicotine, which permanently impacts the developing brain.  
 
ItÕs no coincidence that the rise in youth e-cigarette use has coincided with an explosion of sweet e-
liquid flavors used to hook kids. Tobacco companies are making and marketing deadly and addictive 
products right here in HawaiÔi that look and taste like our favorite childhood flavors (Hawaiian POG, 
Ono Orange Cream, Hawaiian Sweet Rolls, and Halawa Guava). 
 
Please fulfill your allegiance to the people of Hawaii and advance House Bill 2457. It is your 
responsibility to protect our youthsÕ health and wellness, not to assure the tobacco industryÕs and 
tobacco retailersÕ profits at the expense of assured life-long health degradation and quality-of-life 
impairments. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
/s Tommy A. Noyes 
General Coordinator 
The Friends of Kamalani and Lydgate Park 
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